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Congressman Renzi Secures 
$46 Million for Rural Arizona 

Transportation Projects 
 
Safer roadways, secure bridges and improved public 
transportation systems are coming to communities across rural 
Arizona with the designation of $46 million in authorized 
federal funding included in H.R. 3550, The Transportation 
Equity Act.   This funding for critical local transportation 
projects, requested by Congressman Renzi was approved in the 
House of Representatives and requires a vote in the Senate 
before going to President Bush. 

 
Our roadways, bridges and transportation routes are in need of 
improvement and require an infusion of new capital 
investment.   The projects scheduled for funding bring multiple 
benefits to our communities by improving public safety, 
creating new jobs, and promoting public transportation. 
 
Congressman Renzi is a strong advocate of transportation 
initiatives that help keep our Arizona highways safe and free of 
heavy congestion.  As our communities grow and more people 
and their vehicles travel in rural Arizona, he continues to work 
in Congress to upgrade our local transportation infrastructure.  
 
The funding totals for rural Arizona are listed below: 
 
U.S. 60 to Gonzalez Pass                  $11 million  
 
East Flagstaff Interchange                      $7.5 million  
 
8th Avenue Bridge, Safford  $7 million  
 
Grand Canyon Greenway                   $4.5 million  
 
Pine Springs Road, Navajo Nation               $3.3 million  
 
Navajo Mountain Road                       $3 million  
 
White Spar Road, Prescott   $3 million 
 
Coconino County bus system, Flagstaff        $2.85 million  
 
Coconino County bus system, Sedona           $2.85 million  
 
Querino Bridge, Apache County        $1 million  
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Dear Fellow Arizonan: 
Congress has just completed the Spring District Work 
Period, during which I was been able to host sixteen Town 
Hall events and hold several local listening sessions, visiting 
communities across the state, stopping in to talk with leaders 
and elected officials.  These opportunities to meet with folks 
and discuss important local issues is extremely valuable for 
me, and I am ready to take up the issues brought forward by 
you during discussions and debate while traveling 
throughout rural Arizona. 
 
As always, feel free to tell your family members, friends and 
neighbors about the Renzi Report.  You can view previous 
editions of the Report or sign up to receive this email at my 
website, http://www.house.gov/renzi/newsletter.html. 
  
If you have any questions or comments about this e-
newsletter or anything else taking place in Congress and our 
nation, please e-mail me at rick.renzi@mail.house.gov.          
I will get back to you as quickly as possible.  You can find 
additional information about developments in Congress on 
my website at http://www.house.gov/renzi.   
  
I hope you find this Renzi Report informative.  Thank you 
and may God bless America. 
 

Congressman Rick Renzi 
 
If you no longer want to receive this newsletter, please send 
an email to rick.renzi1@mail.house.gov and type 
UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject field..  

continued on page 3  
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The First Congressional District of Arizona 
 

               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 
418 Cannon  
Washington, D.C. 20515-0301 
O 202-225-2315 
F 202-226-9739 
 
SHOW LOW OFFICE 
2707 S. White Mountain Road 
Suite E 
Show Low, AZ 85901 
O 928-537-2800 
F 928-532-5088 
 
PRESCOTT OFFICE 
107 North Cortez, Suite 208 
Prescott, AZ 86301 
O 928-708-9120 
F 928-708-9121 
 
FLAGSTAFF OFFICE 
2501 North 4th St., Suite 23 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
O 928-213-3434 
F 928-213-5447 
 
CASA GRANDE OFFICE 
P.O. Box 11186 
Casa Grande, AZ 85203 
O 520-876-0929 
F 520-876-9374 
 
WINDOW ROCK OFFICE 
DNA Legal Services Building 
P.O. Box 4673 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 
O 928-853-3750 
F 928-871-4879 
 
SAFFORD OFFICE 
1420 1st Ave., Suite 100 
Safford, AZ 85546 
O 866-537-2800 
F 928-428-8194 

 
SAN CARLOS OFFICE 
EPA Building 
10 West Tonto 
P.O. Box 0 
San Carlos, AZ 85550 
O 928-475-3733 
F 928-532-5088 
 
WHITERIVER OFFICE 
Apache Veteran’s Center 
201 East Walnut 
Whiteriver, AZ 85941 
O 928-521-2810 
F 928-532-5088 

 

   U.S. employers in March hired workers at the fastest clip in four 
years, offering the brightest sign yet for continuing economic 
recovery.   
 
   Non-farm business payrolls grew by 308,000 jobs last month, 
faster than at any time since April 2000, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 
 
   The report surpassed forecasts. Economists had been betting since 
December that faster economic growth would spur employers to 
hire workers at a pace of about 120,000 a month.  
 
   In March, employers expanded payrolls in major categories. The 
service-producing industry added 230,000 jobs, more than at any 
time in the last year. That included 47,000 more retail-trade jobs 
and 42,000 professional-and-business-services industry jobs, the 
biggest increase in three months. 
 
   Construction payrolls grew by 71,000, more than reversing a 
21,000 decline in February. Manufacturing payrolls held steady and 
stopped declining for the first time since the summer of 2000. 
Government jobs increased by 31,000, twice as many as in 

February. 

“You’re Hired!” 
308,000 New Jobs Created in March 

Highest Growth of Jobs in Over 4 Years 
759,000 New Jobs in Past 7 Months 
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Dear Mr. Miller: 
 

   Thank you for writing to me regarding this important issue.  Rural Arizona was built by the small 
businessman and woman.  Family-owned enterprises and native industries form the backbone of 
our communities, empowering our local workforce and building a strong and prosperous Arizona 
for future generations.   
 

   In Congress, we are working to supply small business owners with economic incentives for the 
creation of a stronger, more robust rural economy.  Our economy will improve when we encourage 
small business owners to flourish and prosper.  I believe that the absolute greatest impediment to 
small business is over-regulation.  Small businesses can't contribute to our rural economies if they 
are continually saddled by paperwork, tax burdens and unneeded government regulation.  
 

   That’s why I voted to enact into law the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003.  
When President Bush signed this bill into law last year, 23 million small business owners saw tax 
cuts averaging over $2,000, accompanied by added tax-relief opportunities for the reinvestment in 
and expansion of their businesses.  The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Act removes barriers to higher 
economic growth and represents an investment in the people of rural Arizona and our prosperity.   
 

   It is the private sector that creates jobs in rural Arizona.  Cutting taxes on investment will lead to 
more investors and more jobs.  Putting more money in the hands of small business owners means 
putting more people back to work.   
 

   Relief for small business and the American worker has already begun to bear fruit, on nearly 
every important score data shows the U.S. economy is growing strongly with a broad-based 
expansion occurring across the various sectors.  According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
308,000 Americans were added to payrolls in March, the highest one-month spike in new job 
creation over the past 4 years!  
 

   Arizonans have tasted economic recovery for the first time since terrorism and corporate fraud 
rattled our foundation more than two years ago.  I will continue to work in Congress to build a 
strong future for our local economy and ensure that rural Arizona small businesses grow allowing 
more of our citizens to become employed.  

Sincerely, 
Congressman Rick Renzi 

 
  
 

Congressional Mailbag 
Answers to Your Questions on Important Issues  

  

Congressman Renzi, 
 

As an Arizona small business owner, I am concerned about the future of our economy.  What is 
Congress doing to create new jobs and improve things for our rural communities?  What is your 
position on tax cuts and how do tax cuts benefit working people and small businesses like mine? 
- T. Miller  
Payson, Arizona 
 

 
To write a letter to Congressman Renzi send your mail to 418 Cannon HOB, Washington D.C. 20515 

or send your letter via email to rick.renzi@mail.house.gov 
 

 

mailto:rick.renzi@mail.house.gov
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Renzi Votes to Allow Military Reserve and National Guard 
Tax-Free Access to Savings Accounts 

 
   Thousands of Arizona patriots serving in military Reserve and National Guard units would be 
allowed penalty-free withdrawals from their IRA or employee pension accounts under a bill passed by 
the House of Representatives.  Congressman Renzi voted in favor of H.R. 1779, the Guardsmen and 
Reservists Financial Relief Act, which passed the House unanimously and moves to the Senate for 
approval. 
 
   When Reservists and National Guard members leave their civilian salaries to take a pay cut upon 
activation, families of soldiers are forced to pay monthly bills on reduced income.  Many others lose 
access to benefits like health insurance, and pre-school childcare.  This legislation helps to lift this 
burden from military families, allowing them to tap into savings accounts without having to pay taxes 
on the early withdrawals. 
 
   H.R. 1779 would waive those penalties for National Guard and Reserve troops who have been 
deployed for six months or longer.  Those military personnel would be given two years after their 
return from duty to restore the withdrawn money to the accounts. The change in the Internal Revenue 
Code would apply to those deployed between September 11, 2001, and September 12, 2005.   
 
   In Arizona, we have a proud contingent of citizen service in the Reserves and National Guard.  These 
brave men and women have honorably answered the call to duty despite the disruption caused to their 
lives.  We should reward their sacrifice and ease their transition to military service by assisting families 
and loved ones during this stressful period with tax breaks. 

 

 From the Headlines… 

Renzi leads Babbit in polls and campaign funds 
The Phoenix Business Journal  
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2004/04/19/daily19.html 
 

Renzi holds commanding lead in 1st poll 
The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0414renzi-babbitt14.html 
 

Renzi visits Coolidge 
The Coolidge Examiner 
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11359690&BRD=1817&PAG=461&dept_id=222071&rfi=6 
 

Renzi shares views, updates constituents 
The Casa Grande Dispatch 
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11339116&BRD=1817&PAG=461&dept_id=68561&rfi=6 
 

After a decade of fighting the VA, Steve Winter finally gets the treatment he deserves 
The White Mountain Independent 
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11331964&BRD=2264&PAG=461&dept_id=506172&rfi=8 
 
 

 
 

 

http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2004/04/19/daily19.html
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2004/04/19/daily19.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0414renzi-babbitt14.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0414renzi-babbitt14.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0414renzi-babbitt14.html
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11359690&BRD=1817&PAG=461&dept_id=222071&rfi=6
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11339116&BRD=1817&PAG=461&dept_id=68561&rfi=6
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11331964&BRD=2264&PAG=461&dept_id=506172&rfi=8
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11331964&BRD=2264&PAG=461&dept_id=506172&rfi=8


The Renzi Report  5 

 

 
Spotlight on Seniors:  Understanding Improvements to Medicare 

The Prescription Drug Discount Card  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Good news…a new law gives people with Medicare the power to start saving on 
prescription drugs right now.  Medicare is contracting with private companies to offer 
Medicare-approved drug discount cards.  The drug card will assist millions of Americans by 
pooling their buying power.  Medicare beneficiaries are expected to save an average of 10 to 15 
percent off their overall drug spending, and up to 25 percent or more off the retail price of some 
individual drugs.   
 

Do I have to enroll in a Medicare-approved drug discount card? 
No, these discounts cards are voluntary. That means enrolling is your choice. If you want to 
enroll, contact the company offering the card you choose. 
 

Who can get one of these discount cards? 
Almost anyone with Medicare can get a discount card. The only people who aren’t eligible are 
those who have outpatient prescription drug coverage through Medicaid when they apply. 
 

When can I get a card? 
You can enroll in a Medicare-approved drug discount card as early as May 2004. The discount 
cards will be valid until at least December 31, 2005, when Medicare’s new prescription drug 
benefit starts. 
 

Is there only one Medicare-approved drug discount card I can get? 
No. A choice of more than one discount card is available. Medicare can help you compare your 
options before you choose a card. Private companies might also send you information about the 
Medicare-approved drug discount card they are offering. You can only enroll in one Medicare-
approved drug discount card each calendar year. If you are a member of a Medicare managed care 
plan, contact your plan about discount card options for members. 
 

How much does it cost to enroll? 
Usually, you need to pay an annual enrollment fee of no more than $30. You don’t pay any 
enrollment fee if you qualify for the $600 credit. 
 
 

To get help comparing your options and  
to find out more about how to enroll: 

 

• Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) and ask about “drug savings.” TTY users should 
call 1-877-486-2048. 
 

• Look at www.medicare.gov on the web.  Select “Prescription Drug and Other Assistance 
Programs.” 

 
 

http://www.medicare.gov/

